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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3).
EGGS.

Supplies for Military Forces,

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Is the Governmeni aware that a
considerable quantity of dried eggs is being
brought from the Eastern States for the
use of the Military Forces in Western Aus-
tralia? 2, In view of the plentiful supply
of fresh eggs available in this State, will
the Government endeavour to persuade the
military aunthorities to patronise local in-
dustry?

The CHIEF SECRETARY veplied: 1,
Yes; 2, Fresh eggs are not included in the
Army ration. Handling and transport
wonld present almost insuperable diffienl-
ties. Loeal dried eggs will be utilised by
the military authorities as soon as these are
availahle.

DEFENCE.

As to Government Employees.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, With regard to the number of
Government employees in the Military
Foreces, can he advise the number of such
men who were formerly in the State rail-
way service? 2, What number of male em-
ployees in the State services have been man.
powered in the following age groups:—
20-25; 25-30; 30-40% 3, What percentage do
these comprise of the total employees in the
services to which they refer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
1,385 as at the 30th September, 1942; 2,
To obtain the information requested wonld
entail considerable research which is not
Jjustified, but a return is being prepared

[COUNCIL.]

under the recognised age groups and will

be presented at an early date. 3, Apswered
by No. 2.

RESERVE 4156, ALBANY,
As to Declaring Class “A.”

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is the Government aware that
for a considerable period the Western Aus-
tralian Historical Society has been endea-
vouring to have Reserve 4156, situate in the
Municipality of Albany, declared a Class
“A” reserve with the objeet of preserving
for the public for all time the free use of
this historic site—the landing place of
Flinders in 1801, and of Edmund Lockyer
in 1827% 2, Have any portions of this Re-
serve 4156 heen leased to any person or
company? If so, {a) for what purposes; (b)
for what period? 3, Will these tenants even-
tually have a claim to the freehold of any
portion of this reserve? 4, Is it not pos-
sible to declare the balance or portion of
this area a Class “A™ reserve to ensure that
this historic landing place is not Jost to
future generations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I,
A request was made by this Society to the
Lands Department in June, 1941. 2, Yes,
to Caltex, Limited—(a) bulk oil stores; (b)
21 years; 3, They will have no claim what
ever, 4, This reserve is set apart for “Resi-
dency.” The house is occupied by the Resi-
dent Magistrate. The reserve is divided by
the railway line. The land leased is on that
part of the reserve separated by the rail-
way from the site of the landing ground,
and was not part of the original reserve.

BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY

ACT AMENDMENT. '

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

BILL—PUBLIC AUTHORITIES (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTIONS),

Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—LIQUID FUEL.

As to Bulk Supplies.

Dchate resumed from the 20th Oectober
on the following motion hy Hon. H. V.
Piesse:—

That this House eonsiders the Liquid Fyel

reguiations which prevent delivery of petrol to
congumers of bulk lots of less than 200 galloms
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imposes unnecessary hardship and extra ex-
pense of threepence per gallon on consumers,
and requests the Government immediately to
take up with the Federal authorities the matter
of allowing consumers to obtain delivery of
quantities not less than 44 gallons at one time
and of the bulk delivery of 200 gallona re-
ducing to 2 minimum of 160 galiens.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [2.22]: The
subject matter of the motion has been in-
quired into. I find the position is quite be-
yond the jurisdiction of the State Liquid
Fuel Control Board and also beyond that of
the Western Aunstralian Transport Boeard. I
was rather interested to lJearn that the
Transport Board itself is in a somewhat
similar position te that outlined hy Mr.
Piesse and has given eongideration to the
matter with the result that quite recently
it carried the following resolution.

This Board is of the opinion that the decision

of the Petrolevm Pool to restrict deliveries of
bulk petrol to not less than 200 gallons per
month ought not to apply to Western Austra-
lia. The proposal of the Pool will canse great
inconvenienve and the minimum limit should
be redueed to 100 gallons or agreement made
to deliver a minimum of 200 gallens every
two months.
T am informed that the board has communi-
cated by letter with the Cantroller of Liguid
Fue! Supplies in Melbonrne covering the
position as ouilined by Mr. Piesse.

There is, of eourse, another side to the
question, a side which has already been re-
presented to me by the secretary of the
Serviee Stations Asscciation. The seeretary
points out that service stations and petrol
bowser stations generally have been heavily
hit as the result of war eonditions, and that
in their opinion deliveries of motor spirit
in bulk will not be made in futnre to eon-
sumers where the consumption is less than
200 gallons per month. The proprietors
of howsers feel that the present ecirecum-
stanees are such that the additional volume
of sales which will naturally come to them as
the result of the promulgation of this regula-
tion is something to which they are entitled.
1 pass no opinion on that. T merely point
out that there is that side of the question fo
be considered.

Hon. A. Thomson: There is also the addi-
tional 3d per gallon.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready mentioned that the State Transport
Board has taken the matter up with the
Fnel Controller in Melhourne. There has
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not, however, been time, I understand, to
receive a reply to the representations made.
Further than that I do not desire to com-
ment on the motion at all.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan): I
support the motion. I realised from the very
first that the matter was beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the Liquid Fuel Control Board, Many
of these irritating regulations are framed
in the Eastern BStates, and prove utterly
ihapplicable to Western Australian condi-
tions, That is especially so in the case of
this regulation. We have a strong hoard
here; and I do not doubt that representa-
tions will be made to the proper authorities
in Melhourne, and that if it is possible to
amend the regulation that will be done; at
ull events I sineerely hope so. I am glad to
hear that the Chief Secretary is on our side,
and that the Government realises the dis-
advantages involved to larger users of petrol.

While 1T have mueh sympathy with the
garages and agree that they are entitled to
alt the husiness thev can secure, I realise
that many large users of petrot are not look-
ing at tbis matter from the aspeet of the
extra 3d. per gallon. They regard it rather
from the aspeets of loss of time and the
extra mileage involved. Many private
garages are situated at considerable dis-
tances from a publie petrol station, and it
is & serious matter for the firms to have to
send large numbers of tecams and lose time
and suffer additional running costs as well
as pay the extra 3d. per gallon. T hope
thai the motion wilt be earried, and that any-
thing we can do to have the anomaly reeti-
fied will he done.

HON. H. TUCKEY {South-West): I
consider the House should be careful in this
matter, which certainly has two sides to if.
We know that many people have invested
money in garages for the sale of petrol to
motor car users. Undoubtedly, if this motion
is carried and given effect to, it will mean
great loss to those people. If a firm has a
large number of vehicles, it ean well afford
to buy the 200 gallons minimum. While
there may be many arguments in favour of
the proposal, we should be ecareful to see
that profits ave not reduced beyond a rea-
sonable point. Investors did not construct
garages in anticipation that the Common-
wealth Government would take this action.
Justice should be done to both sides,
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HON. A. THOMSON (South-East): I
have much pleasure in supporting Mr.
Piesse’s motion, but would like the addition
to it of words to the effect that the resolution
be forwarded to the Central Liqnid Fuel
Control Board. T want the motion strength-
ened by an indication to the Commonwealth
authorities that this Chamber approves of
the rvepresentations that have been made.

The Chief Seeretary: That will be done.

Hon. A. THOMBOX : With all due respect
to My, Tuckey, I think big eompanies are
well able to look after themselves.

Hon. H. Tuckey : There are small suppliers
as well,

Hon. A. THOMSON: They should re-
¢eive consideration. People who have to pay
3d. per gallon more say that it is not very
much, but that when purchasing over a
drum they should be able to buy at whole-
sale rates as formerly. If war eonditions
necessitate an inc¢rease, that should be con-
sidered. At present, however, this seems
to me to be a case of feeding the fat pig
and of taking from him that hath not even
that whick he hath. DPersons requiring small
quantities of petrol are to be penalised.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East—in re-
piv): I thank the Chief Seeretary for his
support. When puiting my motion to the
House, T was not aware that the Western
Australian Transport Board had made re-
presentations to the Bast. T am greatly
surprised at Mr. Tuckey's vemarks. First
of all, Mr. Tucker is 2 road board man and
must know the diffienlties which road hoards
will suffer under this regulation when they
cannot possibly send drums to the whole-
salers. Thev will be compelled to become
purchasers from the vetailing bowsers. The
retailers have not taken that trade in the
past, and there is no reason why industry
should be penalised to the extent of 3d. per
gallon, apart from the difficulty of collecting
the petrol. As has been pointed out, ear-
riers requirinz 150 gallons per month will
need to make 17 trips to and from howsers,
and after that the petrol would have to be
decanted. That is the serious part of the
business. I feel sure that althongh the master
carriers wonld like fo see a minimum rate
fixed, if the remulation could he altered in
that respect to 100 gallons, everybody would
agree to it.

Question put and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—JURY (EMERGENCY PRO-
VISIONS). .

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [2.34] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
seeks to modify the law relating to juries
during war-time and for purposes conneccted
therewith. Becaunse of the greatly increased
ealls which the Commonwealth is now making
on manpower for national serviee, either in
the Fighting Forces or elsewhere, and be-
cause the services of many jurors are nowa-
days urgently required in their businesses or
employment, some temporarv modification
of the law relating to juries in eriminal
trials is necessary. A panel of jurors re-
quired for ordinary criminal sittings at Perth
lasting not more than one weck is about
forty. If the sittings extend beyond one week,
a second and somelimes a third panel must
be summoned, as jurors canunot be required
to aitend a sittings for more than five dars
exeept to finish a part-heard case.

Eaeh month large numbers of jurors are
now applying, on good grounds, to be ex-
cused. To allow for non-service of sum-
monses and for exemptions where a jurer
is engaged in defence or other essential work,
or is in the Fighting Forces or for war-
cansed reasons cannot attend without great
inconventence, 73 snmmonses must now be
issued each month to obtain the attendanece
of 40 jurors. The service of additional sum-
monses throws extra work on the police
force. The jury list for the Perth sittings
has fallen from 5,053 in 1941 to 4,430 in
1942, These figures speak for themselves.
In the country, where the jury lists are com-
paratively small, difficulties in obtaining
Jurors on the present seale are likely to he-
come acute.

Several of the States are contemplating
a reduction of the number of jurors in
criminal cases, and in England, by the
Administration of Justice (Emergeney Pro-
visions) Aect of 1939, the number of jurors
required during the war for eriminal trials,
other than murder or treason, has been re-
duoced to seven. Under Section 4 of the Jury
Act a jury for eriminal trials consists of
12 persons. A jury for a civil action also
consists of 12 persons, unless the parties
otherwise agree or the eourt orders that six
shall eonstitute a jury. Juries for the
assessment of damages and eoroners’ en-
quiries comprise a maximum of six and a
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minimum of three. There ave very few civil
actions which necessitate the attendance of
a jury.

That briefly explains the present difficult
situation, and in these circumstances it haus
been found necessary to submit this Bill,
which provides that ¢ivil and eriminal juries
shall consist of six persons except in the ease
of treason or murder trials, or for any other
charge which is considered sufliciently ser-
ious to necessitate a deeision of 12 inen.
Treason and murder are capital erimes; that
is to say, the penalty may he death. Tt is,
therefore, considered that the juries should
not be reduced on charges involving these
particnlar crimes.

When there is a jury of 12, the prose-
cutor or the defendant has the right to
challenge six jurors, this provision being
contained in Section 21 of the Aet. In
otber words, a party can object to any six
jurors whose names are called and, once he
has exhausted his objections, the jury be-
comes cmpanelled. It is now necessary to
reduce this right of challenge or objection
to three, and the Bill provides for this. The
right of objection is ent in half, because the
number of the jury has been similarly eut
in half. On account of the reduction in the
number of jurors it may be necessary for
the jurymen to atfend at court longer than
was originally necessary. The limit of
attendance is fixed in Section 24 of the Act
at five days. The Bill cxtends that period
to 10 days.

Section 5 of the Aect deals with the age
limits for jurymen, and provides that a per-
son over 21 and under 60 is gualified and
liable to serve on a jury. The Bill proposes
to raise the age limit to 65. A limitafion
clanse sets out that the period of the legis-
lation shall be for the duration of the war
and six months thereafter. I trust members
will appreciate the necessity for the intro-
dnetion of the Bill, which ean rightly be
deseribed as a war-time requirement in an
endeavour to overcome a diffienlt set of cir-
cumstances in which the Crown Law authori-
ties have found themselves by reason of
the manpower position. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
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BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
FARK LANDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [2.44] in
moving the second reading said: This is a
simple Bill which seeks aunthority for an ex-
change of land hetween the Collie Recrea-
tion and Park Lands Board and the Forests
Department, the proposal being to exclude
an area from the reserve controlied by the
board for inelugion in a State forest, and
to exclude from the State forest land to be
inciuded in the area under the bgard’s eon-
trol. I have a small plan of the area, which
I propose to lay on the Table.

Recently the Town Planning Commis-
sioner was requested by the Collie Reerca-
fion and Park Lands Board to put up =2
scheme for the development of the reserve,
and the scheme for this purpose, which has
been submitted by the Town Planning Com-
missioner, involves the exchange mentioned.
The area to be exeluded from the State for-
est has heen deseribed by the Town Plan-
nimg (Commissioner as a natural amphi-
theatre of trecs. Tt extends on both sides
of the river near Collie, is well grassed and
eminently suitable for a recreation ground,
and wouald greatly add to the beauty and vse-
folness of the whole of the reserve. It eon-
tains little marketable timber and therefore
is of no value from a State forest peint of
view,

Geographically speaking, the area con-
cerned is part of the park lands, and it is
essential that it be ineluded in the park
lands to provide for the continuity of the
riverside drive and fo permit of the land
being developed for veereation purposes by
the hoard., The small aren to be excluded
from the recreation reserve now under the
control of the hoard adjoinsthe State fovest
and can be usefully added thereto, It com-
prises a large, steep and well-timbered hill,
and the fact that it is severed from the park
lands reserve hy a railway line renders it of
little use in a secheme of development for
the hoard’s purposes. The propesals in this
measure have the support of all parties con-
cerned, namely, the Collie Recreation and
Park Lands Board, the Forests Department,
the Town Planning Commissioner and the
loeal authority, and I trust that this House
will approve of the Bill, which we have sub-
mitted beeause the eircmmnstances are a little
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different from those usually associated with
the exchange of land. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West): I
hope the Bill will be passed. I was in the
vieinity of these park lands recently in ¢om-
pany with the mayor and town clerk of
Collie, and it was represented to me that
by this exchange of land what is known as
z# local beautification scheme would gain a
much desired urea which would be developed
for the use of pienickers, with the advantage
of a swimming pool, and for general recrea-
tion purposes. The land to be returned to
the Crown is not at all suitable for park land
purposes. It is the wrong type of country
and is not conventently situated. If the ex-
change is granted, the additional area will
add considerably to the reereation amenities
of the town and district.

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a second time.

In Commilttee.

Bill passed through Committee = without
debate, reported without amendment and the
veport adopted.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [B51] in
noving the sccond reading said: This is an.
other war-time measure, by which it is pro-
posed to amend Sections 33, 98A and 138
of the Administration Aect, 1903-41, which
relutes to probate and administration and
the duties on the estates of deceased per-
=ons. Section 138 allows an executor, to
whom probate of a will has been granted,
or an administrator, who has obtained a
grant of letters of administration and who
is outside of Western Australia either tem-
porarily or permanently, to appoint some
person living within the State to act as the
attorney of the absent executor or adminis-
frator.

Some exceutors or administrators are
members of the Forces and, within the
hounds of practieal application, they might
as well be absent from the State for all the
good they ean do with respeet to the pro-
perty of a deceased person. Obvionsly, if
a man is in eamp he can hardly attend to
his own business, let alone manage the af-
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fairs of a deceased person. The Bill pro-
vides that Section 138 be amended to allow
any taember of the Forces to appoint an
attorney to act instead of him, even though
the member of the Forces is still living in
Western Australia,

Similarly, it is proposed to amend Section
33 which deals with the case of a person who
is entitled te a grant of probate and ad-
ministration, but who has not already ob-
tained such a grant. If he happens to be
outside the State he ¢an nominate by power
of atiorney some person within the State to
obtain the original grant. The difference
between the two sections is that Section 33
applies before a grant has been obtained,
and Section 138 applies after a grant has
already been secured. There seems no rea-
son why a member of the Forees should not
be entitled to appoint an attorney in both
these instanees, It is not proposed to make
the appointment of an attorney compulsory.
The Bill simply provides that a soldier shal]
have the right to make the appointment at
his own discretion, if he thinks that a
civilian would be better able to look after
the estate.

Members will probably reeall that
when the Administration Aect was amended
last vyear a new seetion (98A) was
inserted, by which certain benefits with
respect to probate duty were extended to
the estates of members of the Forces. The
widow or dependants of a deceased mem-
ber of the Forces was given a coneession in
respect to probate duty if the latter was
killed on aetive serviee. At present these
eonecessions are restricted to members of the
Naval, Military or Air Forces of His Ma-
Jesty the King. It is now considered right
and proper that these concessions should be
extended to members of the Armed Forces
of any ally of Great Britain, and the Bill
proposes to do this. In Australia there
are many Americans, some Dutch sol-
diers, and possibly soldiers of other nations
who sre fighting shoulder to shoulder with
Australian troops. It is possible that some
of these soldiers will be killed, leaving pro-
perty in Western Australia. In such & case
their dependants should have the same bene.
fits as Australian troops enjoy regarding
duty payable to the Crown.

The Commonwealth Government has al-
ready extended such a privilege in iden-
tical terms to those in the Bill. The States
of New South Wales, Queensland and Tas-
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mania have done likewise. The Prime Min-
ister has requested all States to follow suit,
and Western Australia is taking the first
available opportunity to fall into line with
the Commonwealth and other States in what
is considered to be an appropriate gesture
to the widows and orphans of allied sol-
diers who are unfortunate enough to be
killed in defence of this country. In the
amendment of last year, the lerm “active
service” way expressly restricted because it
was defined to eover service outside Austra-
lia only. That amendment was passed be-
fore the Japanese had entered the war,
Even though a soldier is a member of the
ALF. his dependants cannot get the con-
cession with respeet to probate duty if the
soldier is killed within Australia. It is pro-
pesed, therefore, to amend Section 98A by
deleting the words which restrict the pre-
sent eoncessions. That covers the provisions
of the Bill and I trust it will have the sup-
port of the Hounse. In Committee I propose
to move an amendment providing also for
an exeeutor or administrator who is a mem-
ber of the Forces and is a prisoner of war
or posted as missing. I move—

That the Bill be now read a tecond time.

On motion by Hon. E, H. H. Hall, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION).
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [3.57] in
moving the second reading said: Members
should be familiar with the propesal em-
bodied in this Bill. It seeks authority to
transfer to Consolidated Revenue the 2214
per cent. of the Metropolitan Traffie Trust
Account payable to the Commissioner of
Main Roads, which amount will have been
received through license fee collections, and
proposes that an amount equivalent to that
diverted to Consolidated Revenue shall be
made available from petrol tax fuands to the
Commissioner of Main Roads for the im-
provement, reconstruction, ete., of roads and
bridges within the metropolitan traffic area,
purposes specifieally set out in Seetion 33
of the Main Roads Aet.

Thiz Bill is identieal with the one sub-
mitted to and passed by Parliament last
year, exeept that it covers license fees col-
lected in the metropolitan traffic area as at
the 30th Jumne, 1943, The 1941 Aect was
restricted to the 30th June, 1942, and the
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amount paid to Consolidated Revenue as
the result of that Act was £30,199. With the
approval of this Bill, it is estimated that
an amount of £22,000 will be paid to Con-
solidated Revenue for the ycar cading the
30th June, 1943.

Members will reeall that in the Common-
wealth Grants Commission’s report for 1941
it was stated that £65,000 had been deducted
from the amount assessed as payable fo
Western Australia becaunse of the failure
of the State to bring its road finances more
into line with those of the non-claimant
States. The amount assessed as due to the
State was therefore redneced from £695,000
to £630,000. The report for 1942 has been
reccived, and it is noted that no deduction
hias been made this year on the ground men-
tioned, I think it ean reasonably be con-
tended, therefore, that the State revenue has
gained not only the £30,199 paid under the
1941 Act, but also a substantial amount by
reason of the Grants Commission’s re-
commendation, and without any loss or
inconvenience being suffered by any loeal
authority.

As at the 30th June, 1942, the total
amount expended on roads in Western Aus-
tralia from Loan Funds was £3,443,985, and
the charges on Consolidated Revenue in con-
nection therewith amounted to £167,308 for
the year ended on that date. The relatively
small amount involved in this Bill will make
no difference so far as the State’s road pro-
gramme in country districts is concerned. It
will be recalled that during last year’s de-
bate several members expressed concern in
this connection; and it was then explained
that for the 10 years ended the 30ih Jume,
1940, of the total of £5,406,424 expended
from the petrol tax on roads, 91 per cent.
was spent in distriets outside the metropoli-
tan traffie area; while of the total of
£1,113,660 expended on roads for the same
period from General Loan Funds, 97 per
eent. was spent in the country distriets.

It is clear that, from the ineeption of
the Federal Aid Roads Scheme, the country
distriets have received fair and proper treat-
rment in regard to the expenditure from fhe
petrol tax allocated to this State. This is
as it should be, as the roads scheme was
instituted for the development of Australia
as a whole. The particulars which T have
given fo membhers, though hrief, sre suffi-
cient, T think, to warrant their agreeing to
pass this Bill. As T said at the outset, the



980

subject is a familiar one. It has been well
debated in the past, and Parliament last
year passed a similar measure.

All the Bill proposes to do is to make
available a small proportion of the State
road license fee revenue for the payment of
loan servieing charges on loan expenditure
on roads, and thus meet to some extent the
oft-stated requirements of the Grants Com-
mission, which in the past has been penal-
ising the State beeause of its not failing into
line with other States in this connection. T
am aware that a long debate took place on
a similar measure last year, but cireum-
stances have changed, and I confidently ap-
peal to members to support the one now be-
fore them. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.4 p.m.
, —

Legislative Asgembly.
Thursday, 22nd October, 1842,
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The SPEAKER fook the Chair at 2.15
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES.
As to Broadcasting. )

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Has
he any information as to whether broadcast-
ing of the New Zealand Parliamentary de-
bates has proved popular and useful or
otherwise? 2, If so, will he inform the
House, and slso state whether the effect has
been to shorlen and improve speeches? 3,
Is there any station in the eity which could
be acquired for the coming fight against
unification?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Ans-
wered by No. 1. 3, The State Government
has no control over broadeasting. I presume
“B” class stations are prepared to accom-
modate speakers for this pnrpose on their
eustomary terms.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BRILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY
ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES
(RESERVE FUNDS).
Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS [2.17]
in moving the second reading said: This
is a war measure introduced at the request
of the Loeal Government Association, and is
Tor the purpose of giving loeal authorities
power, with the approval of the Governor,
to create reserve funds from general revenue
to place the authorities in a position to
bring their roads and other works up to a
proper standard of repair and efficieney
when material and lahour are available, The
need for legislation arises from the fact that
under Sections 396 and 397 of the Muniei-
pal Corporations Aet and Sections 243 and
244 of the Road Distriets Aect, the loeal auth-
orities are required, when striking the rates,

* to take into aecount eredit balances remain-

ing at the end of the financial year and to
levy rates suflicient only to make up the dis-
erepancy between revenue in hand and the
estimated requirements for the coming vear.

A number of municipalities will have sub-
stantial eredit balances at the end of this
vear whiech, if taken into acecount, will re-
sult in very low general rates heing levied
for next year, notwithstanding the fact that
these eredit balances have resulted mainly
from the general inability to keep roads and
other works in a saftisfactory condition ow-
ing to the shortage of material-—particu-
larly bitumen—and manpower. The limita-
fion I have mentioned is a very importani
one. Munieipalities and road boards are de-
finitely limited to making up the diserep-
ancy between revenue in hand and the esti-
mated requirements for the coming year. The
approximate credit halances anticipated at
the 31st Oectober, 1942, for the following
municipalities are—

£
Fremantle .. 2,000
North Fremantie 500
East Fremantle 3,000
Cottesloe 3,000
Claremont 4,500
Subiaco e 4,000
Midland .Junetion 800
"Guildford . 800

These halanees would have heen much greater
had it not been for expenditure on A.R.P.
works. Many road boards are in a similar



